Primary lymphoma of the epididymis: case report and review of the literature.
To report an extremely rare clinical pathological observation of a case of primary lymphoma of the epididymis, without testicular or systemic involvement, and to update the relevant literature. A 25-year-old white male patient complaining of right scrotal pain was referred to our department. Clinical examination detected a hard painful mass at the right epididymal head. Epididymitis was diagnosed and conservative therapy with antibiotics and anti-inflammatory drugs was given. After 2 months of therapy the patient was admitted to our department because a tumor was suspected. Tumor markers were normal. Right scrotal exploration was performed through a standard inguinal incision. The epididymal head was completely replaced by a hard white mass. Fresh frozen sections indicated a malignant tumor. Right radical orchiectomy was performed. High-grade primary epididymal non-Hodgkin's lymphoma with diffuse large cells (group G according to the Working Formulation) was diagnosed. Clinical pathological staging detected stage IE (extranodal) primary epididymal lymphoma. The patient was referred to the Hematologic Unit for combined chemotherapy, according to the VACOP-B protocol. After an 18-month follow-up the patient is well and disease free. When an epididymal mass does not benefit from medical treatment, scrotal exploration and fresh frozen sections of the lesion should be done. The possible bilateral involvement by primary epididymal lymphoma has to be kept in mind. Radical orchiectomy is the treatment of choice for primary lymphoma of the epididymis. Adjuvant chemotherapy is indicated in high-grade malignant lymphoma. Prognostic parameters of the disease may be the grade of malignancy and the size of the tumor.